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It is mine this morning to "briefly state the work 
of educational and religious philanthrophy aooomplished by the 
late Lilian Massey Treble , Any one acquainted with the one 
whose memory is before us in this service will know how fitting 
in every way it is that here in this ohuroh there should be 
told this story of high service rendered to ohuroh and state 
by one of its members now with God. Not for the publio praise 
of this worker- although that is right and pro er- but for 
the inspiration of so noble an example should these deeds bg. 
spoken of toiday Moreover making doubly fitting this aot 
is th£ faot that the springs of this life were the motives 
the deep human and Divine motives of the Religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In saying this I am speaking not in vague gener- 
alization but particularly and specifically. But for the 
teaching of Jesus Christ and the constraint of his love and 
the sense of indebtedness to Him I do not think this life 
would have spent itself in suoh devoted and unselfish service 
to the oommon good. Mrs. Treble's earliest life was lived 
in the atmosphere of personal piety after as we say in these 

days, of the old fashioned Methodist type. The strong and 
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vigorous oharaoter of her father, Hart A. Massey, the gracious 
and beautiful personality of her mother, eaoh in its own way 
made the home religious in its outlook and spirit. In that 
home the ohuroh and its interests were matters of first rank. 



There is worldly life and there is a religious life and the 
members of this home, as of countless Methodist homes in this 
land entered life with the distinotly religious view and motive. 

In addition to this Mrs. Treble* a life was distinotly 
forwarded in philanthropic directions by the ministry of ser- 
vice upon which her father had entered in the last years of 
his very active oaroer. Perhaps even more was this bent given 
to her life by the noble bequests contained in his will- the 
finest disposal of a large estate over made by any Canal ian 
citizen. That will, as is well known, in addition to many gen- 
erous speoifio bequests made the daughter equally with her two 
brothers trustee fqr the administration of a very large inher- 
itance. In obedience to the religious impulses of her own life 
and following the lines of aotion laid down in her father’s 
last will and te s tame nt .Mrs. Treble began the life work .con- 
tinued until strength dialled, nod so recently finished. 

Mrs. Treble found her first work not afor off nor 
yet in any startling or strange manner. It lay ready to he r 
hand and she took it up. The Mission now so widely known as 
the Fred Victor Mission was seeking by dlreot evangellstio 
ministry the poorest and the most helpless men— especially 
the viotims of drunkenness. The mission had been presented by 
her father with a very valuable building and Mrs. Treble seems 
to have taken on herself the furnishing and perfecting of the 
buildi;.g in all its appointments. It became in some sense 
her peculiar interest and care. For years she watohed its 
development. It proved to be a most vigorous and over-expand- 
ing enterprise. Not a detail of furniture or equipment down to 
the minutest need was overlooked. In the oourso of time a lot 
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was pur ohaoed and the building enlarged to double its capacity 
Largely at her suggestion ohanges were made and the mission 
grew into a highly organized institution with many different 
activities. What the mission might have beooroa without Mrs. 

Treble's fostering oare one oannot say, but as it stands to- 
day it may be regarded as an expression of the first use of 
her wealth, her purpose being to develop to highest effioienoy 
a religious enterprise in which she saw large possibilities. 

Work well done rewards the worker and Fred Victor 
Mission furnished Mrs. Treble her education in the art- the 
rather difficult art of public philanthrophy. A good sohool 
it proved and she herself was a teaohable student quiok to 
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learn. Her ideas of what might be done for the good of the 

community developed and enlarged in two directions. 

ries 

First it beoame evident that the mlnlstxxx of the 
mission must reach out and touch the homes. To do Just this 
sort of work the order of deaconesses was being instituted. 

Already some of the greater missions of Methodism in the 
United States and in England were making splendid uses of the 

4 

servioes of oonseorated and trained young women. Fred Viotor 
Mission soon saw the need for suoh workers and was, I believe, 
the first institution to employ them. Mrs. Treble was from 
the first deeply interested in the training of these ycung 
women, seeing the need for specially trained aneb profession- 
ally eduoated leaders. That we have to-day in our city on 

a 

St.Clair Avenue a oostly and ooirm odious building thorough- 
ly equipped and suitable training sohool is in no small 
measure due to her interest- an interest manifested not more 
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in gifts of money than in the higher gifts of thcught and oare, 
continual planning and critical oversight. 

* 

Creat institutions of this sort do not spring up auton- 
omously, neither are they created by gifts of money alone. They 
all demand oareful Judgment, painstakir^ oversight, consulta- 
tion and cooperative work and above all the driving foroe of an 
earnest, strong personality to lead the way to enterprise and 
achievement. Few exoept the oirole of imnediate works know 
how largely Mrs. Treble gave of these things along with the 
gifts of wealth, 

2. The second direction given to Mrs. Treble's thoughts 

was thet whioh lead to ultimately the founding of the Lilian 
Massey Sohool of Household Science. This will remain as her 
greatest undertaking and most lasting publio memorial. 

Mrs. Treble was at heart a home loving woman. She oared nothing 
for publicity save to as far as possible avoid it. To pre- 
side over boards and ocmnittees to be the president of large 
associations, or to take a plaoe on the publio plat form, exoell eit 
and necessary as these functions are, were not aooording to 
her tastes or desires. She believed above all things in the 
dignity and profound social significance of the home. In all 
this the work of the mission confirmed her own views. What was 
needed was not simply a Sunday Sohool for the girls but suoh 
teaohing and training as would make them useful in the home 
and help make the home more fully minister to all needs 
physioal .moral and aesthetic. So the work was begun in a very 
small way by the establishment of the Kltohen Garden in the 
Mission. Hore the younger girls were taught the simplest 
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rud Aments of the great love of housekeeping. The work grew. 
Believing it should be undertaken in a higher and larger manner, 
and reach far beyond the oiroles in whidh the mission was then 
working, Mrs. Treble purchased a lot and doubled the oapaoity 
of the building. Large and ooinn odious rooms were set apart 
for what was then called Domestic Soienoo . Mrs. Treble travel- 
led through many cities of the United States and watohed at 
first hand the work being done in different Schools, she pur- 
chased the best furniture and finest apparatus she oould find 
to make successful the new departure in the mission* 

Suooess oame from the beginning. Young women from all parts 
of the oity sou$xt its advantages. It received the oomnonda- 
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tion of distinguished educational leaders. Premier Ross and 
the Hon. Hr. Har court, Minister of Education, gave it the prestige 
of their commendation and of a relationship with the Normal 
Sohool teaohers training work. 

But Mrs. Treble planned yet greater things for this new 
soienoe. Whether or not it were exact to speak of her as the 
pioneer of t is work in Canada, she certainly was one of its 

4 

pioneers and so far as Ontario is concerned its leading expon- 
ent. She saw something splendid which might be done and the 
vision brought its task, she wrote offering financial support 
to oolleges and universities far beyond the bounds of this pro- 
vince if they would undertake the work, and indeed it has been 
established with more or less suooess in places as far distant 
as Japan. 

But to traoe the growth of the work in our midst. 

In 1902 the oourse of Household Soienoe was inaugurated in 







heart hungry and weary ia reached by sermon or prayer, is lifted 
I dcubt not into the fellowship of God and comforted and made 
strong by the muoio of the great organ. Through yoara and 
centuries to come will not this mighty organ dedicated to Divine 
service pour forth rich melodies for the solace and inspiration 
of weary and heavy laden hearts. 

\ 

This life service thus inadequately sketched has in it 
two striking characteristics. In the first plaoe how natural 

was its growth. Beginning in lowly things, it grew to great' V- 
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ministries. The thing done suggested something better. As natur- 

\ 

ally as grow the vines that blossom into flower or ripen into 

fruit, as natur ally... as the boy grows to youth and youth to msp-\ 

i 

hood, so grew the ministry of this life in the warmth of Chrieli^an 
Love and under the organizing power of a noble idea. There JLs\^ 
nothing erratio, nothing strange, nothing dramatio. It was a'^\ 

simple and sinoere ministry of public good. The other oharaotar- 
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istio is the personal effort invested in it all. Th£ which 
was done was done as a self-expression. It was not the external 

persuasion of others imposing their ideas on one who possessed! 
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the neoessary wealth for the achievement, hut the interior per- 
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suasion of the worker's own mind and heart and strong purpose- 
ful will whioh brought it to pass. As such it involved far 
more thah the giving of money. It meant the constant givipg 
of energy and oversight, the careful and critical working out 
of plans, the patient overcoming of veracious difficulties. 

It was work, real work- work that drew on brain and nerve and 
heart- work persisted in amid weariness and weakness and pain -- 
work not laid down until the day waa done. ‘ 



Mi's . Lilian Mass ay Treble might have lAwnd. quite a dif- 
ferent sort of life. She might have narrowed her vision down 
to the aooumulat ion and hoarding of wealth. 3he might have 
lived for selfish display. She might have played a large part 
in the shameless extra vagan oe of our homes. She might have 
drawn together t a silken ourtains nor oared to lock out upon 
the world's need, she, too .like many others might have he on war 
row and selfish and oynioal of humanity, distrustful of all ef- 
forts to bless this world. What a oontrast with the nibble life 
service the memory of whioh will bless those who loved her 
and the ministry of whioh will reaoh far and wide and bless 

• l » 

and cheer the generation of those who seek not their own 
but the oommon good of men. 
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